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Commissioner Fiduciary Responsibilities and Liabilities Workshop
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Marathon Office
503 107t Street, Marathon, FL 33050

October 10, 2023
1:30 pm (approximate)

Call to Order

Roll Call

. Approval of Agenda

Purpose of the Workshop: Chairman Goodman announces that the purpose of this
workshop is to discuss the Florida Keys Mosquito Control District Commissioners
Fiduciary Responsibilities and Liabilities.

Discussion

Good of the Order

Meeting Adjourned
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Purpose

The Audit Committee is a committee of the Board of Commissioners assigned with the
responsibility of assisting the Board in fulfilling its oversight responsibilities for the financial
reporting process, the systems of internal control which management and the Board have
established, the audit process, and the Florida Keys Mosquito Control District’s process of
monitoring compliance with the laws and regulations. It is therefore the responsibility of the
Audit Committee to provide an open avenue of communication between the Board of
Commissioners, management, and the independent external auditors. It is also the
responsibility of the Audit Committee to provide a forum separate from management in which
auditors and other interested parties can express concerns.

Organization

e The Board representatives for the Audit Committee shall elect the chairperson at
the January Audit Committee meeting and any other non-voting advisory
members.

e The Audit Committee shall consist of the entire Board of Commissioners. The
Executive Director and Finance Director are non-voting members of the committee.
The committee can appoint non-voting advisory members at any time.

e The Board shall endeavor to ensure that at least one member of the Committee is
deemed to be a recognized financial expert in the government sector, meaning
that he or she possesses:

1. an understanding of generally accepted accounting principles and financial
statements;

2. experience in preparing or auditing financial statements of comparing
entities;

3. experience in applying such principles in connection with the accounting for
estimates, accruals, and reserves;

4. experience with internal accounting controls; and
an understanding of audit committee functions.

e If none of the Board of Commissioners possess the skills of a recognized financial
expert in the government sector, as described directly above, then the Board shall
consider appointing an individual with the prescribed requirements to serve on the
Committee in an advisory capacity.

e The Audit Committee shall meet regularly at such time and place, as the
Committee shall determine.

e The Chair shall, in consultation with other Committee members, set the agenda
for, and preside at, meetings of the Committee.

e The Audit Committee meetings shall be in accordance with Florida Statute, Chapter
286.011, i.e., Sunshine Laws.

Authority



In meeting its responsibilities, the Audit Committee shall:

Recommend to the Board the initiation of investigations into any matters within its
scope of responsibilities with unrestricted access to members of management, and
relevant information.

May obtain the services of general counsel, and the external auditors to assist in
the conduct of any investigation.

Report Committee actions to the Board of Commissioners with recommendations,
as the Committee may deem appropriate.

The Committee shall review with the independent auditor any management letter
provided by the independent auditor and management’s response to that letter.
The Committee shall review with the independent auditor audit problems or
difficulties encountered by the independent auditor in the course of its annual audit
work, and management’s response.

Each September, the Committee shall conduct an annual evaluation of its
performance and shall report the results of such review to the Board. In connection
with the annual review, the Committee shall also recommend to the Board any
modifications to this Charter that the Committee deems necessary or appropriate.

Responsibilities

The Audit Committee will carry out the following responsibilities:

Financial Reporting

Review with management and the independent external auditors all significant
accounting and reporting issues, including unusual transactions and highly
judgmental areas.

Review with management and the independent external auditors all recent
professional and regulatory pronouncements and how they impact the financial
statements.

Review with management and the independent external auditors at the completion
of the annual audit:

- The District’s annual financial statements and related disclosures, and
consider whether they are complete, consistent with information known
to the Committee, and reflect appropriate generally accepted
accounting principles.

- The independent external auditor’s audit of the financial statements and
their report.

- Any significant changes required in the independent auditor’s audit plan.

- Any difficulties or disputes with management encountered during the
audit.

- Other matters related to conduct, which should be communicated to the
Committee under generally accepted auditing standards.

Internal Controls and Risk Assessment



e Review and evaluate the effectiveness of the District’'s process for assessing
significant risks or exposures and the steps management has taken to monitor and
control such risks.

e Consider and review with management the independent external audit function:

- The effectiveness of, or weakness in, the District’s internal controls,
including the status and adequacy of information systems security and
control.

- Any related significant findings and recommendations of the
independent external auditors together with management’s
responses including the timetable for implementation of
recommendations to correct weaknesses in the internal controls.

External Audit

e Review the scope and approach of the annual audit with independent external
auditors as detailed in the engagement letter.

e Consider and review with the independent external auditor:

- Significant findings and management’s responses including timetable
for implementation to correct weaknesses.

- Any difficulties encountered in the course of the audit such as
restrictions on audit scope or access to information.

- Any changes required in the planned scope of the audit plan.

Budget and Operations Review

e Monitor the budget process and recommend any improvements thereto.
e Review operations for the best practices after consideration of input from
employees, management, and other concerned persons.

Compliance with Laws and Regulations

e Ascertain whether the District has an effective process for determining risks and
exposure from asserted and unasserted litigation and claims from noncompliance
with laws and regulations.

e Review with general counsel and external auditor any legal or regulatory matters
that may have a material impact on the District’s operations and the financial

statements.
e Review the findings of any examinations by regulatory agencies, and auditor
observations.
Reporting

e Regularly report to the Board of Commissioners about Committee activities,
issues and related recommendations.



e Provide an open avenue of communication between the Board of Commissioners,
management and the independent external auditors.

Other

e Perform other activities related to this charter as requested by the Board of
Commissioners.

e Institute and oversee special investigations as needed.

e Review and assess the adequacy of the Committee Charter on an annual basis.



